
 

Practice Essentials: Resources from Professional Organizations, Accreditation, Credentialing Bodies   

Practice Essentials 
Advanced Practice Nursing and Midwifery  

PA CNM/CM NP 

Education requirements Graduate degree required Graduate degree required Almost all award master’s degree; required 
by 2020 

Education Program 
Accreditation (detailed 
documents and forms 
on each website) 

Accreditation Commission for 
Midwifery Education 

The Accreditation Commission for 
Education in Nursing (ACEN) 
Commission on Collegiate Nursing 

Education (CCNE)  
 

Accreditation Review Commission (ARC) 
on Education for the PA 

Scope of Practice  
 

ACNM Definition of Midwifery and 
Scope of Practice of CNMs and 
CMs 

ANA’s Nursing: Scope and Standards 
of Practice includes APRNs 

AANP Scope of Practice for NPs 

AAPA PA Scope of Practice 

Standards of practice 
and professional 
performance 

ACNM Standards for the Practice of 
Midwifery  

ANA’s Nursing: Scope and Standards 
of Practice includes APRNs 

AANP Standards of Practice for NPs 

Competencies for the PA Profession  

Standards of practice—
women’s health care 

ACNM Standards for the Practice of 
Midwifery 

AWHONN/NPWH WHNP 
Guidelines Practice and Education 

APAOG guidelines–OBGyn PA practice; 
defer to medical specialty standards 
(ACOG)  

PAs in OBGyn 

Core Competencies ACNM Core Competencies for 
Basic Midwifery Practice 

Population-Focused NP Competencies 
(2013), which includes Women’s 
Health/Gender-Related. 

Competencies for the PA Profession 

Code of Ethics ACNM Code of Ethics ANA Code of Ethics AAPA Guidelines for Ethical Conduct for 
PA Profession 

Certifying Body American Midwifery Certification 
Board 

American Nurses Credentialing Center 
(ANCC) 

AANP Certification Program 
National Certification Corporation 

(NCC) 

National Commission on Certification of 
PAs 

Philosophy of Care ACNM Philosophy of Care ANA Nursing’s Social Policy 
Statement 

 Statement of Values of the PA Profession 
found in Guidelines for Ethical Conduct 
for the PA Profession 

Standards and guidelines 
for SRH and abortion 
care 

See regularly updated resources at Reproductive Health in Nursing  
National Abortion Federation Clinical Policy Guidelines for Abortion Care   
WHO Sexual and Reproductive Health Core Competencies in Primary Care 

 

https://www.aapa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Issue-brief_Scope-of-Practice_0117-1.pdf
https://www.aapa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Issue-brief_Scope-of-Practice_0117-1.pdf
http://www.midwife.org/Accreditation
http://www.midwife.org/Accreditation
http://www.acenursing.org/
http://www.acenursing.org/
http://www.aacn.nche.edu/ccne-accreditation
http://www.aacn.nche.edu/ccne-accreditation
http://www.arc-pa.org/
http://www.arc-pa.org/
http://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000266/Definition%20of%20Midwifery%20and%20Scope%20of%20Practice%20of%20CNMs%20and%20CMs%20Dec%202011.pdf
http://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000266/Definition%20of%20Midwifery%20and%20Scope%20of%20Practice%20of%20CNMs%20and%20CMs%20Dec%202011.pdf
http://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000266/Definition%20of%20Midwifery%20and%20Scope%20of%20Practice%20of%20CNMs%20and%20CMs%20Dec%202011.pdf
http://nursesbooks.org/Main-Menu/Standards/Nursing-Scope-and-Standards-3rd-Ed.aspx
http://nursesbooks.org/Main-Menu/Standards/Nursing-Scope-and-Standards-3rd-Ed.aspx
http://www.nursingworld.org/scopeandstandardsofpractice
https://www.aanp.org/images/documents/publications/scopeofpractice.pdf
https://www.aapa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Issue-brief_Scope-of-Practice_0117-1.pdf
http://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000051/Standards_for_Practice_of_Midwifery_Sept_2011.pdf
http://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000051/Standards_for_Practice_of_Midwifery_Sept_2011.pdf
http://nursesbooks.org/Main-Menu/Standards/Nursing-Scope-and-Standards-3rd-Ed.aspx
http://nursesbooks.org/Main-Menu/Standards/Nursing-Scope-and-Standards-3rd-Ed.aspx
http://www.nursingworld.org/scopeandstandardsofpractice
https://www.aanp.org/images/documents/publications/standardsofpractice.pdf
https://www.aapa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/PA-Competencies-updated.pdf
http://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000051/Standards_for_Practice_of_Midwifery_Sept_2011.pdf
http://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000051/Standards_for_Practice_of_Midwifery_Sept_2011.pdf
https://www.npwh.org/pages/clinicalguidelines
https://www.npwh.org/pages/clinicalguidelines
https://www.aapa.org/download/19515/
http://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000050/Core%20Comptencies%20Dec%202012.pdf
http://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000050/Core%20Comptencies%20Dec%202012.pdf
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.nonpf.org/resource/resmgr/Competencies/CompilationPopFocusComps2013.pdf
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.nonpf.org/resource/resmgr/Competencies/CompilationPopFocusComps2013.pdf
https://www.aapa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/PA-Competencies-updated.pdf
http://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000048/Code-of-Ethics.pdf
http://www.nursingworld.org/codeofethics
https://www.aapa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Policy-Manual-16-17.pdf
https://www.aapa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Policy-Manual-16-17.pdf
http://www.amcbmidwife.org/
http://www.amcbmidwife.org/
https://www.ancccert.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabId=71&returnurl=%2fPersonifyEbusiness%2fOnlineStore%2fVerifyCertification%2ftabid%2f152%2fDefault.aspx
https://www.ancccert.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabId=71&returnurl=%2fPersonifyEbusiness%2fOnlineStore%2fVerifyCertification%2ftabid%2f152%2fDefault.aspx
http://www.aanpcertification.org/
http://www.nccwebsite.org/Certification/default.aspx
http://www.nccwebsite.org/Certification/default.aspx
http://www.nccpa.net/
http://www.nccpa.net/
http://www.midwife.org/Our-Philosophy-of-Care
http://www.nursesbooks.org/Main-Menu/eBooks/General/eBook-Guide-to-Nursings-Social-Policy-Statement.aspx
http://www.nursesbooks.org/Main-Menu/eBooks/General/eBook-Guide-to-Nursings-Social-Policy-Statement.aspx
https://www.aapa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Policy-Manual-16-17.pdf
https://www.aapa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Policy-Manual-16-17.pdf
https://www.aapa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Policy-Manual-16-17.pdf
https://rhnursing.org/area/clinical-practice/
https://5aa1b2xfmfh2e2mk03kk8rsx-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-CPGs-for-Abortion-Care.pdf
https://rhnursing.org/resource/who-srh-competencies/

	Practice Essentials: Resources from Professional Organizations, Accreditation, Credentialing Bodies



